
Success During Pittsburgh Pro-!Ƴ aŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ¢ƘǊŜŜ LIw! Cƛƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ wƻǿ ŦƻǊ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ wŀŎƛƴƎ CǳŜƭǎΩ YŀǘƘȅ CƛǎƘŜǊ 

Coming into a seemingly hot IHRA streak of late, Kathy Fisher has 

put her Dragon Racing Fuels/K&N/Amalie Oil/Ohio Crankshaft 

Quick Rod dragster into the final during her last three IHRA 

events. After her runner-up during her last IHRA event in Canada, 

more recently Fisher found herself with a near double at the 

IHRA Summit Pro-Am event at Pittsburgh Raceway Park after 

grabbing the Ironman for day one and narrowly missing a second 

championship during day two. 

ά²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎǊŜǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ L 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΣέ ǎƘŜ 

said. 

Day number one of the double race weekend would be plagued 

with rain and delayed any on track action until nearly early 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿƻƪŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ǿŜƭƭ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ōŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΦ άL ƎǳŜǎǎ Ƴy being lazy and sleeping in until 11:30, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ended up paying some good dividends when the race ran so late into 

ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ 

After two time runs for Fisher and her fellow competitors, round one of the first race wouldƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀȅ 

until late evening where the random pairings would match up Fisher and Division 1 racer, George Williams.  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘŀǊƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

racing at Pittsburgh. That track is lit up great. I adjusted the delay for night time and I guess it worked. George 

had a little better light, but I was able to come out on the good side of our double breakout. ²Ƙŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

know at that moment was that I had the best reaction time of the first round winners and when I went up for 

round two, I was pulled for the bye.έ 

As luck would have it, there were an 

even number of cars for round two 

and Fisher would line up against 

Donny Urban. Having lane choice, 

Fisher sent Urban to the right lane 

and used a .008 reaction time on top 

of a dead-on 5.701 ET to move on to 

round three. 

άL ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǘƻƪŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ 

to look at DRC [Drag Race Central] 

and see that not only did I have the best reaction time of the round again, but this time I would actually get 



ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ōȅŜ Ǌǳƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ŎŀǊǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ άL ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōȅŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ оол ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦέ 

By the time the semi-finals rolled around, it was technically already early Sunday morning. With three cars left, 

Fisher was paired with local racer Mia TedescoΦ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǎƘŜǊ ƻŦ 

her semi-Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎŀŦŦŜƛƴŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ Ƨƛǘǘery and with the car 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōƻƻǎǘŜǊΦέ 

¢ŜŘŜǎŎƻ ƘŀŘ ƭŀƴŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ CƛǎƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƭŀƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ ǊŀŎŜǊΦ άL ƘŀŘ 

just run my bye in the right lane, otherwise I had been in the lŜŦǘ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ ά{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦέ 

CƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ Φлло ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ŜŘŜǎŎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

hit and allowed her to easily push out the young racer for a 5.711 to 5.674 victory and make her way to her 

first Quick Rod final of the weekend.  

άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴǘǎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŀŘŀǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘΦ άL ƪƴŜǿ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ Ǌŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ, I knew we were going to 

get nailed. L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ track when it let loose, nor did I want to have to 

wait until the next day to run the final. Everything was working so well and L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƻǳǊ 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳΦ LŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǿ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴΦέ 

[ǳŎƪƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ vǳƛŎƪ wƻŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ƘƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ CƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

round reaction time, she had lane choice over John Dustin. She used the combination of a .013 reaction time 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ рΦтлт ǘƻ 5ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ Φлор ŀƴŘ рΦтнр ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vǳƛŎƪ wƻŘ ǿƛƴΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ŏƻƻƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 

ƳƛƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ά{ŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ά²έ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ in your 

lane. It was such a fantastic night for us. Kevin did an outstanding job 

keeping my car exactly the same from one round to the next. I did not 

have to worry or even think about any of that, I could just do my job of 

studying the numbers and making the call on what to dial and how to 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǊƻǳƴŘΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ н!a ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻƴŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

as approximately twenty minutes after her final the skies let loose with 

ŀ ǘƻǊǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘƻǿƴǇƻǳǊΦ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻf my 

contingency, open a beverage, talk a little with John [Dustin] about the 

round ŀƴŘ ōŀƳΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ, but it 

was beyond even trying that. We were about as far away from our pit as you could be and to keep it brief, it 

was a mini-ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 

ǊƻŀŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀȅƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦέ 

aǳŎƘ ǘƻ CƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ-ŎŀǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŘŜōŀŎƭŜΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƻ 

ǿŀǘŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΦ ά.ǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ L ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻǎǘ 



my K&N scoop plug in the chaos to get back and Kevin decided to go look for it on the golf cart in the deluge. 

We were both utterly soaked to the bƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƭŜƴƴ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǇƛǘǘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ 

ŎŀǊΣέ CƛǎƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ άL ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǿƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ƭŜǘ YŜǾƛƴ 

go to sleep until almost four in the morning. He finally had to tell me to be quiet and go to sleep. It was too 

funny, but I knew he was right and that the alarm was set for seven-ǘƘƛǊǘȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΦέ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Again, Mother Nature kept the on-track activities from getting underway as scheduled for race two on Sunday. 

IHRA and Pittsburgh Raceway Park officials had a big task on their hands with not only what fell from the sky, 

but what was in the air itself.  

άhƘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭȅ ƳǳƎƎȅ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƎǊŀƛƴǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ммс ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ молΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŘǊȅƛƴƎΦ άL ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎŎƻƻǇ ǇƭǳƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊŀŎƪΣέ ǎƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǎŎƻƻǇ ǇƭǳƎΣ ǎƻ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦέ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 

an IHRA Division claim but 

also a Tournament of 

Champions qualifier. Fisher 

picked right back up where 

she left off just twelve 

hours earlier with round 

wins over Bobbie Jo Bayus 

in round one and Kevin 

Trusty in round two.  


